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Background 
State & Conservation 5-2016: 

 discussed the timing for the next Red List assessment (2025). Finland and Sweden were of the 

opinion that the year 2025, as proposed by some Contracting Parties at STATE and CONSERVATION 

4-2016, is a long time gap risking to loose the momentum of the process and increased risk that 

experts who know the current work will not be available for the next Red List assessment. Poland, 

Denmark and Germany were of the opinion that 2025 should be kept for the finalization of updated 

HELCOM Red Lists. 

 acknowledged the significant amounts of new information available nationally in some countries 

and noted the proposal from Finland and Sweden to update of the Red Lists in the year 2020 or 

2021, providing an opportunity to fill in previous data gaps and to serve as a regular monitoring of 

Red Listed species. The meeting noted that for many Contracting Parties there are still concerns of 

availability of resources for updating the Red Lists, but acknowledged also that the next update 

would not be as laborious as the previous round since checklists already exist. The Meeting 

discussed the possibility to update the assessment for only some biotopes or species groups in 

2021 and proposed that such an option could be explored on the basis of the planned workshop. 

 discussed the arranging of a Red List workshop to take stock of data and information on Baltic Sea 

species, biotopes and developed draft terms of reference for the workshop as contained in Annex 

4. The Meeting agreed to further develop the terms of reference and the workshop through an 

intersessional planning group with participation from Denmark, Finland, Germany, Poland and 

Sweden and with support from the Secretariat to set up meetings. 

The attached document contains draft terms of reference for the Red list workshop as developed by State 

& Conservation 5-2016. 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the information. 
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Draft terms of reference for the Red list WS 1-2017  

 

Follow-up of HELCOM Red List work that was carried out in 2009-2013  
 Identify for which species and biotopes the data basis has improved, and where additional data is 

needed.  

 Based on the above, identify which species /biotopes would benefit from a new redlist assessment.  

 Specific reference should be given to:  

a. species and biotopes that were not assessed last time, i.e. NA  

b. species and biotopes that were assessed as data deficient, i.e. DD  

c. species and biotopes where reassessment is needed due to recent changes in the environment.  

 Make a concrete proposal of prioritization based on the above  

 Identify the roster of experts that could, perhaps, take part in a redlist assessment  

 Make an estimate of the resource needs for an assessment. These can later be used by HELCOM 

when deciding upon the way forward or when writing a project proposal for the next redlist 

assessment  

 


